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MORE ON ANTIMICROBIAL GUIDELINES

Global animal health industry association Comisa has contacted us about the reference in our last newsletter to the guidelines on using antimicrobials for animals, proposed by a meeting of the World Health Organisation (WHO). The final version of the guidelines in fact revealed a significant change from the proposal to ban all growth promoters made at WHO’s Berlin conference of 1997, says Comisa vice-president and newly appointed acting secretary-general Dr Anthony Mudd. He refers to a critical phrase in the final version, shown in italics in the following extract.

"Use of antimicrobial growth promoters that belong to classes of antimicrobial agents used (or submitted for approval) in humans and animals should be terminated or rapidly phased-out in the absence of risk-based evaluations. The termination or phasing-out should be accomplished preferably by voluntary programmes of food animal producers, but by legislation if necessary.

"Risk-based evaluations of all antimicrobial growth promoters should be continued. Characterisation of the risk may include consideration of the present and potential future importance of the drug to human medicine, its selection of resistance, the potential exposure to humans from resistant bacteria from food animals, as well as other appropriate scientific factors."
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